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Art Unit: 2617 

DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The Art Unit location of your application in the USPTO has changed. To aid in 
correlating any papers for this application, all further correspondence regarding this 
application should be directed to Art Unit 2617. 

2. This action is in response to applicant's amendment filed on March 29, 2006. 
Claims 3-6 are pending in the present application. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments filed on March 29, 2006 have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive. 

In response to applicant's argument that, "Nagasawa and Smith do not teach or 
suggest a radio communication means that is operable in a first operating mode and de- 
energized in a second operating mode," by arguing that the references, either in 
combination or separately, do not teach, suggest or even mention a communication 
means that is de-energized in a second state (see page 2, fourth paragraph and page 3 
third & fourth paragraphs of the response), examiner respectfully disagrees and 
maintains that Nagasawa meets the limitations as claimed. Examiner reiterates that 
Nagasawa teaches a portable telephone set (see col. 3, lines 39-48 and Figures 1A-2B) 
comprising: a control means having a first operating mode for providing telephone 
functions (see col. 4, line 63 through col. 5, line 14 and Fig. 6; where a controller 22 for 
providing telephone functions is shown) and a second operating mode for providing 
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additional functions (see col. 5, lines 17-25 and Fig. 6; where a controller 28 for 
providing a game function is shown); and a radio communicating means linked with the 
control means and operable to send and receive radio communications with a base 
station in the first operating mode and de-energized in the second operating mode (see 
col. 4, line 63 through col. 5, line 10, col. 5, lines 51-55, col. 6, lines 28-56 and Fig. 6; 
where a radio communications section 21 coupled to controller 22 is shown [i.e. the 
limitation of "radio communication means that is operable to send and receive radio 
communications with a base station in the first operating mode and de-energized in the 
second operating mode" is met by the teaching of Nagasawa that, a call start key needs 
to be pressed by the user of the portable telephone apparatus to activate the transmitter 
and receiver to communicate, since in a call incoming wait state such as during the 
operation of the pocket game and as is very well known in the art, the transmitter and 
receiver of the portable telephone apparatus using a battery as a main power supply 
does not need to maintain the power supply on, in order to achieve power savings and 
reduce battery drain. Furthermore, Nagasawa teaches that when the portable 
telephone apparatus is in a pocket game mode when there is an incoming call and the 
caller information is displayed, and when the call start button is not pressed but the start 
button for a pocket game is pressed, a message stored in memory in advance is sent to 
release the call, without forcibly suspending the pocket game, thus it is obvious there is 
no need to maintain the power supply to the transmitter and receiver on, since the 
transmitter and receiver are not being used to communicate]). 
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In response to applicant's argument that, Nagasawa and Smith do not teach the 
limitations, "a second stop mode for holding the communication function unit in a de- 
energized state, so that the additional function unit may operate without interruption 
from the communication function unit (see page 4, third and fourth paragraphs of the 
response)," by arguing that Nagasawa teaches away from allowing the additional 
function unit to operate without interruption, since Nagasawa specifically teaches an 
additional function unit (a pocket game) is suspended when there is an incoming phone 
call (see page 4, fifth paragraph of the response), examiner respectfully disagrees and 
maintains that Nagasawa teaches the limitations as claimed. Examiner reiterates the 
teaching of Nagasawa that when the portable telephone apparatus is in a pocket game 
mode when there is an incoming call and the caller information is displayed, and when 
the call start button is not pressed but the start button for a pocket game is 
pressed [i.e. reads on a second stop mode for holding the communication function unit 
in a de-energized state], a message stored in memory in advance is sent to release the 
call, without forcibly suspending the pocket game [i.e. reads on the additional 
function unit (pocket game) may operate without interruption from the communication 
function unit] (see col. 6, lines 28-47), in combination with the prior discussion above 
meets the limitations as claimed. 

Furthermore it appears applicant is arguing against the references individually, 
however it has been held that one cannot show nonobviousness by attacking 
references individually where the rejections are based on combinations of references. 
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See In re Keller, 642 F.2d 413, 208 USPQ 871 (CCPA 1981); In re Merck & Co., 800 
F.2d 1091, 231 USPQ 375 (Fed. Cir. 1986). 

In view of the above, the 35 U.S.C. 103(a) rejections using Nagasawa, Smith and 
Shimanuki with regard to claims 3-6 are proper and are maintained as repeated below. 
The rejections are made FINAL. 



Claim Rejections ■ 35 USC § 103 

4. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

5. Claims 3-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Nagasawa, U.S. Patent Number 6,782,281 (hereinafter Nagasawa) and further in 
view of Smith et al., U.S. Patent Number 6,333,973 (hereinafter Smith). 

Regarding claim 3, Nagasawa teaches a portable telephone set (see col. 3, lines 
39-48 and Figures 1A-2B) comprising: a control means having a first operating mode for 
providing telephone functions (see col. 4, line 63 through col. 5, line 14 and Fig. 6; 
where a controller 22 for providing telephone functions is shown) and a second 
operating mode for providing additional functions (see col. 5, lines 17-25 and Fig. 6; 
where a controller 28 for providing a game function is shown); and a radio 
communicating means linked with the control means and operable to send and receive 
radio communications with a base station in the first operating mode and de-energized 
in the second operating mode (see col. 4, line 63 through col. 5, line 10, col. 5, lines 51- 
55, col. 6, lines 28-56 and Fig. 6; where a radio communications section 21 coupled to 
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controller 22 is shown [i.e. the limitation of "radio communication means that is operable 
to send and receive radio communications with a base station in the first operating 
mode and de-energized in the second operating mode" is met by the teaching of 
Nagasawa that, a call start key needs to be pressed by the user of the portable 
telephone apparatus to activate the transmitter and receiver to communicate, since in a 
call incoming wait state such as during the operation of the pocket game and as is very 
well known in the art, the transmitter and receiver of the portable telephone apparatus 
using a battery as a main power supply does not need to maintain the power supply on, 
in order to achieve power savings and reduce battery drain. Furthermore, Nagasawa 
teaches that when the portable telephone apparatus is in a pocket game mode when 
there is an incoming call and the caller information is displayed, and when the call start 
button is not pressed but the start button for a pocket game is pressed, a message 
stored in memory in advance is sent to release the call, without forcibly suspending the 
pocket game, thus it is obvious there is no need to maintain the power supply to the 
transmitter and receiver on, since the transmitter and receiver are not being used to 
communicate]); a manipulating unit linked with the control means and including a 
telephone function stop key (see col. 6, lines 21-22, col. 4, lines 17-25 and Fig. 6; where 
a key operation area 26 constituting a manipulating unit linked with controller 28 is 
shown), the manipulating unit providing a stop signal to the control means that switches 
the control means between the first and second operating modes when the telephone 
function stop key is pressed (see col. 6, lines 5-25); and a display means linked with the 
control means for displaying various data (see col. 4, line 66 through col. 5, line 3, col. 
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5, lines 44-53 and Figures 2B & 12B), wherein the control means is operative to render 
the radio communicating means operative when a predetermined time has passed after 
the control means receives the stop signal (see col. 6, line 5 through col. 7, line 4). 

Nagasawa fails to explicitly teach the control means is operative to check 
whether a mail addressed to the telephone set is present on a mail server, and display a 
mail ICON indicative of the mail on the server on the display means. 

Smith, however, teaches an integrated message center that graphically displays 
different types of received messages together to facilitate user viewing and 
manipulation of the messages without having to follow a series of menus, and wherein 
the integrated message center associates a message type indicator with each of the 
received notification messages based on the determined message type and displays on 
the display a portion of the received notification messages and the associated message 
type indicators (see abstract and col. 2, lines 26-45). Smith further teaches the 
integrated message center is a logical entity that resides in a mobile telephone and 
operates in conjunction with a network services provider to inform a user of the mobile 
telephone of an incoming and pending messages such as fax mail, email, voice mail, 
e.t.c and wherein the network services provider includes SMS server, interworking 
function server, voice mail server, fax mail server and email server for storing many of 
the messages awaiting retrieval by the user and notifies the user of the pending 
messages (see col. 3, lines 50-59, col. 4, lines 1-7, col. 5, lines 5-8 and Fig. 5). 
According to Smith, voice mail and email server sends a notification to a user of the 
mobile telephone about a pending mail addressed to the telephone set is present on a 
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mail server, and display a mail icon indicative of the mail on the server on the display 
means (see col. 7, lines 40-56, col. 8, lines 1-10, col. 9, lines 36-60, col. 10, lines 38-56 
and Figures 10 & 12). 

It would therefore have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify the telephone set of Nagasawa with the teachings of 
Smith, in order to provide a message notification means in a telephone that graphically 
displays different types of received messages together to facilitate user viewing and 
manipulation of the messages without having to follow a series of menus, and wherein 
the message notification means associates a message type indicator with each of the 
received notification messages based on the determined message type and displays on 
the display a portion of the received notification messages and the associated message 
type indicators as per the teachings of Smith (see abstract and col. 2, lines 26-45). 

Regarding claims 4 and 5, Nagasawa teaches a portable telephone set (see col. 
3, lines 39-48 and Figures 1A-2B) comprising: an additional function unit that provides 
at least one of a game and a music reproduction (see col. 5, lines 17-22, col. 6, lines 5- 
1 1 and Fig. 6; where a controller (28) for pocket game is shown for a portable telephone 
set); a communication function unit (see col. 4, lines 63-66, col. 5, lines 6-10 and Fig. 6; 
where a radio communications section 21 is shown of a portable telephone set); and a 
stopping means linked with the communication function unit and having a first stop 
mode for stopping operation of the communication function unit and in response to the 
stopping of the communication function unit being repeatedly operative for a 
predetermined time for checking the presence of one or more of an arriving call 
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addressed to the telephone set and displaying an ICON relative thereto on a display 
(see col. 6, line 13 through col. 7, line 4), and a second stop mode for holding the 
communication function unit in a de-energized state so that the additional function unit 
may operate without interruption from the communication function unit relative to an 
arriving call (see col. 6, lines 28-47 [i.e. the limitation, "a second stop mode for holding 
the communication function unit in a de-energized state so that the additional function 
unit may operate without interruption from the communication function unit relative to an 
arriving call" is met by the teaching of Nagasawa that, when the portable telephone 
apparatus is in a pocket game mode when there is an incoming call and the caller 
information is displayed, and when the call start button is not pressed but the start 
button for a pocket game is pressed (I.e. reads on a second stop mode for holding 
the communication function unit in a de-energized state), a message stored in memory 
in advance is sent to release the call, without forcibly suspending the pocket game 
(i.e. reads on the additional function unit [pocket game] may operate without interruption 
from the communication function unit)]). Nagasawa further teaches a portable 
telephone set, wherein the ICON comprises one or more of a telephone number of a 
calling party for the arriving call (see col. 5, lines 44-47 and col. 6, lines 15-18). 

Nagasawa fails to explicitly teach checking the presence of a mail addressed to 
the telephone set and displaying an ICON relative thereto on a display. 

Smith, however, teaches an integrated message center that graphically displays 
different types of received messages together to facilitate user viewing and 
manipulation of the messages without having to follow a series of menus, and wherein 
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the integrated message center associates a message type indicator with each of the 
received notification messages based on the determined message type and displays on 
the display a portion of the received notification messages and the associated message 
type indicators (see abstract and col. 2, lines 26-45). Smith further teaches the 
integrated message center is a logical entity that resides in a mobile telephone and 
operates in conjunction with a network services provider to inform a user of the mobile 
telephone of an incoming and pending messages such as fax mail, email, voice mail, 
e.t.c and wherein the network services provider includes SMS server, interworking 
function server, voice mail server, fax mail server and email server for storing many of 
the messages awaiting retrieval by the user and notifies the user of the pending 
messages (see col. 3, lines 50-59, col. 4, lines 1-7, col. 5, lines 5-8 and Fig. 5). 
According to Smith, voice mail and email server sends a notification to a user of the 
mobile telephone about a pending mail addressed to the telephone set is present on a 
mail server, and display a mail icon indicative of the mail on the server on the display 
means (see col. 7, lines 40-56, col. 8, lines 1-10, col. 9, lines 36-60, col. 10, lines 38-56 
and Figures 10 & 12). Smith further teaches the ICON comprises one or more of a 
telephone number of a calling party for the arriving call and a sender's address for the 
mail (see col. 8, lines 1-10, col. 9, lines 36-60, col. 11, lines 32-41 and Figures 10 & 12). 

It would therefore have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify the telephone set of Nagasawa with the teachings of 
Smith, in order to provide a message notification means in a telephone that graphically 
displays different types of received messages together to facilitate user viewing and 
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manipulation of the messages without having to follow a series of menus, and wherein 
the message notification means associates a message type indicator with each of the 
received notification messages based on the determined message type and displays on 
the display a portion of the received notification messages and the associated message 
type indicators as per the teachings of Smith (see abstract and col. 2, lines 26-45). 

6. Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Nagasawa, U.S. Patent Number 6,782,281 (hereinafter Nagasawa) and Smith et al., 
U.S. Patent Number 6,333,973 (hereinafter Smith) Smith et al., U.S. Patent Number 
6,333,973 (hereinafter Smith) as applied to claim 4 above, and further in view of 
Shimanuki, U.S. Patent Number 5,890,071 (hereinafter Shimanuki). 

Regarding claim 6, Nagasawa in view of Smith teaches all the limitations of claim 
4. The combination of Nagasawa and Smith fails to explicitly teach a stop switch that is 
interposed between a power supply and the communication function unit. 

Shimanuki, however, teaches a radio telephone set with broadcast receiving 
functions, wherein the power supply section comprises: a power supply for outputting 
electric power for a receiving system of the telephone section, the tuner section and the 
other elements that need power supply; and power supply switches for switching 
electric power for the telephone section and the tuner section (see col. 3, lines 61-67 
and Fig. 1 ; where power supply switches 22 & 23 interposed between a power supply 
21 and communication function unit are shown). 
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It would therefore have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify 
the radio telephone set of Nagasawa and Smith with Shimanuki, to include a stop switch 
that is interposed between a power supply and the communication function unit, in order 
to save power in a wait state by means of an intermittent receiving operation in which 
the power supply is switched on and off alternately. 

Conclusion 

7. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Anthony S. Addy whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7795. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thur 8:00am-6:30pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Due M. Nguyen can be reached on 571-272-7503. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




Anthony S. Addy 
June 8, 2006 
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